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FRED LEWIS PATTEE. Elements of Religious Pedagogy: A Course
in Sunday School Teacher-training. (New York: Eaton &
Mains, 1909. Pp. 224. 75c.) (Approved as an advanced
standard course by the committee on education. Inter-
national Sunday School Association).

This book contains thirty-four chapters divided among three parts
on child study, some elements of psychology, and the art of teaching,
respectively, and includes a reference list for supplementary reading
on these fields and on the Sunday school. Written in a readable style,
it seems calculated to reach and benefit mainly readers who have had
no professional training for teaching and no advanced general education;
in the three fields covered, a general though fragmentary survey is given
in the different chapters, with more or less constant application to the
problems of the Sunday school. But such pertinence to the main issue
is rather incidental and indirect in Part II, and throughout the book
there is much general material that could have been omitted if readers
were supposed to have any general knowledge in these fields. Recall-
ing the average Sunday school, poorly organized, without educational
supervision, dependent on voluntary and too often superficial teaching,
its whole educational process out of touch with the pupils' needs and
the modern educational world, the critic may judge that a book aiming
to raise the efficiency of workers in this field must not be "too good for
human nature's daily food." It is to its credit that it utilizes some of
the best recent material in the way of expert educational theory, though
there is some intermixture with views more dubious and antiquated.

The author insists that the pupil and his needs must be the starting
point and center of the whole work of the Sunday school; he dwells on
the different stages of development and their leading characteristics;
he would enrich and adapt the curriculum; he believes in the value
to the teacher of even a rudimentary knowledge of psychology; he magni-
fies the importance of habit forming in education; he emphasizes the
importance of the teacher's intelligent preparation of lessons, of the
dominance in the lesson of a clear aim and a central thought, and of
procedure according to the traditional principles of method. To the
reviewer, chapters 1, 6, 12, 25, 26, and 31 are among the most fruitful
and are most free from confusion and dubious doctrines.

There is a partial dependence on authorities not today accounted
experts, and too often the material has not been assimilated and organ-
zed by a careful analysis of the fundamental and technical problems at
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issue. It may be too much to expect a technical mastery of the field
in a book written with such a purpose, but for want of it the reader is
sure at times to be led astray or to be confused. To be sure, the volume
omits most moot points, and eliminates all discussion; but an implicit
belief in the views presented can result in clarity only in case the views
themselves are consistent. In the present state of our knowledge of
genetic psychology, it is not remarkable that in the book at hand there
is considerable confusion between different stages of development.
Habit is frequently spoken of as the aim of education without reference
to the distinction of stages, without an adequate concept of habit, and
without notice of the limitations of the Sunday school. The motor
factor is given a great place in the Sunday school, but one discovers
that this implies an extension of that school and its closer correlation
with the various week-day activities, or preparation for doing and
imaginative doing are substituted for the real doing. The Sunday
school teacher is committed to the five steps of the Herbartian method
in toto at first, with stress on the value of induction and no mention of
deduction. But the rigid formalism thus suggested, and so out of the
question in the half hour of the Sunday school, quite disappears before
the author's free and easy way of conceiving it. But this part of the
book contains plenty of practical suggestions on the process and art of
teaching, suggestions not without some basis in psychology; and it
might be said that method on a logical basis is less vital to the needs of
the Sunday school. Indeed the assumption of one, in apparently
adopting the Herbartian method, that religion, morals, art and science
are all to be taught by the same invariable or uniform method, is open
to grave question. Finally, it might rightly be asked of a book on
religious pedagogy that it give more attention to the philosophy and
psychology of religion in order to present a conception of religion and
of the mode of religious development. This side of the subject is not
given the same prominence as are the general psychology and pedagogy.
The fusion of religion with life is emphasized, but religion comes near
to being identified with morality, and morality with habit.
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